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own as there are gentlemen here present who can more fittingly and properly express the sentiment that
actuated them and me in proposing this memorial. However, | want to preface what they shall say by this
statement. | appreciate how Congress has been asked in the past to make many appropriations for many
individuals, who, in the opinion of the movers of those appropriations, were worthy of being remembered by
statutes, and history with its ironies has frequently shown that the only virtue that those statutes had was to
commemorate the zeal of particular men rather than the services of the individuals for whom they were
erected. We do not come, however, in this instance asking a statue to a man; but we do believe that it is proper
that what is unique among the people of the world should be commemorated, and that is not the Civil War,
great and momentous as it was, but the peace that followed after that war within the lifetime of the
participants in the war; a peace that has been peculiar to our country and is the greatest tribute to her
institutions of all the things that have occurred in her history. It took England more than 200 years to get over
her civil wars. We at...
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