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seen how the advent of General Knox into the community
where he had fixed his residence was regarded as an event of
moment. The natural expectations of the people of Thomaston
were not disappointed. The dominating personality of the
retired soldier and statesman very soon exerted a pervasive
influence in every activity of the country, whether social,
industrial, political, or religious. His was a commanding figure,
and the ample generosity of his house set the pace, as it were,
for those whose social life even distantly imitated his own. His
multifarious enterprises gave employment to a host of men,
quickened the pulses of trade and commerce, and stimulated
the productive energies of a considerable stretch of sea-coast.
His positive opinions and zealous public spirit gave him a
preponderating influence in the politics of the time; and in all
matters pertaining to the...
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