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Granted by the Bishop of Winchester, 1689 to 1837 Abstracts of the Marriage Allegations from 24th January,
1689, to 12th February, 1693, with one of 23rd June, 1694, are contained in a small quarto Register; these appear
to be only of those Marriage Licences applied for at Winchester, the Surrogates being Isaac Jones, S. Wallace,
George Bramston, D. Lee, Jos. Spence, and R. Bowen. No bonds or affidavits now exist for an earlier period or
the years 1695-1700 inclusive, after which time there is a bundle varying in size for each succeeding year with
the exception of 1712. Apparently many Surrogates often failed in their duty of sending the Bonds and
Allegations to the Registrar, and this for many years running. It appears to have been the custom formerly for
blank licences to have been sent to the Surrogates when their previous stock was exhausted. The parish Church
or Churches, in which the ceremony was authorised to be held, were not always given, and a new form of bond
was used in 1755 in which they were not named. Later, they were generally given in the affidavits. It will be
noted that when only the affidavit is forthcoming, aff in italics shews that the bond is missing; it may well be
that in some cases the applications were not followed up. When the signature differed, as regards spelling, with
the name in the body of a document, the name as written in the autograph is given first, with the Surrogates
style following it, as it should be that the applicants knew their own names better than did the...
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