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circumstances in which the following pages were written, I have had neither the time nor the opportunity to
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something of value will, I hope, be learnt. The spinning of hypotheses without producing new facts to render
them more plausible may seem a useless expenditure of energy, but it seems to me that if the subject has been
carefully reviewed before the hypothesis is evolved in its final form - as I have tried to do in this book - at least
two advantages arc gained. In the first place the facts have been looked at from a new angle, and this may
result in the observation of new relationships; and in the second place a working hypothesis may be reached,
and this is the necessary prelude of fruitful experimental work. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
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