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Crop of the West and Northwest: Its Adaptation to the Agricultural Conditions of the Territory Reached by the
North-Western Line, and Its Influence Upon Cattle, Hog and Dairy Interests With the advent of new settlers in the
fertile, but less thickly settled portions of our western agricultural country, smaller farms are the order. This in
turn demands changes that will in every way be beneficial to the farmer and to the country at large. The writer
is prompted, therefore, to write this booklet having in view such changed conditions. Until recently, the farmer
has had the use of free and unoccupied land, producing free pasture in abundance and hay at cost of harvest,
but present increased values have much restricted him in the use of unoccupied land. No one questions the
value of nutritious, wild, prairie grass for hay or pasture, and as a pasture product we will first consider it. On
the prairies in the west it is available about May 1st as a permanent pasture; about August 1st it is preserved,
and when reduced by pasture use it is not again available until the following May. In other words, its use is for a
period of about three or four months in twelve. It then becomes necessary to introduce a pasture that will
furnish a longer period of use, or seed an additional amount of fall and winter feed. It requires, ordinarily, more
acres of wild grasses than tame, to support a farm animal. A comparison of the values of tame grasses is
entirely favorable to the production of Alfalfa. We personally commenced the production...
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