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Raven and wife, Brook, away visiting her parents in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Cade hopes his immediate
future holds nothing but an easy chair, Mariners on the tube, and paring down a honey-do list a mile long. But
those hopes were quickly dashed and his life forever changed when news broke of a clash in downtown
Portland between soldiers from the Oregon National Guard and hundreds of anarchist protesters suddenly
turned violent and, by one anchor s account, blood-thirsty and cannibalistic. As the first waves of injured
bystanders, Guardsmen, and rioters arrived at hospitals in and around Portland, it became apparent that a
deadly new disease had been unleashed on the population. Whether the virus was naturally occurring or an
escaped lab experiment Cade hadn t a clue, and he wasn t especially concerned until he learned of its
unprecedented virulence, unusual method of transference, and the fact that, according to the talking heads on
the news, it brought the newly dead back to life, semi-mindless, and with an insatiable desire to feed on the flesh
of the living. Armed with this new information and now seeing the bigger cities such as Washington D.C., New
York, and...
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