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THE FALL OF THE IRON CURTAIN AND THE RISE OF NON-
TRADITIONAL SECURITY THREATS

GRIN Verlag Jan 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 216x151x15 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject Politics - International
Politics - Region: Western Europe, grade: B+, University of Malta (University of Malta - Faculty of Arts /
International Relations), course: European Security and Defence II (IRL2095), 24 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: The socio - political developments of the outgoing 1980s and beginning 1990s to the
greatest extent in Europe initiated the rise of a new era, impacting various political, societal and economic
levels drastically throughout the world. With the fall of the Iron Curtain, i.e. the drowning of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) and its split into (semi-) independent states , the breakdown of East Germany (GDR)
and its unification with the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) , and the turn up of the United States of America
(USA) as the only liable superpower, the final act of the forty years lasting Cold War era found its cumulating
closure. The paradigm of the West versus the East, of democracy versus communism was determined, and new
patterns had and - since this redefinition appears to be an ongoing process - have to be rethought. In terms of
security, the school of the political scientist Barry Buzan presented a structural cluster for the understanding of
new evolving threats, resulting from the dissolution of the bipolarity with Russia and USA as having been
oppositional poles of more or less equal strength. Apart from the military - related aspects that have dominated
the thinking of conflict research throughout the period of the Cold War, this approach includes the means of
politics, society, economy and environment as inter-relating and equally impacting issues of high...
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