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Excerpt: . WESTERN MARYLAND IN THE REVOLUTION The
western frontier of Maryland advanced but little beyond the
head of the tide water until the sturdy German settlers, coming
down through the valleys of the Blue Ridge, settled the fertile
valleys of Frederick and Washington counties. With their
arrival, about the year 1735, a new and most important era
opened in Maryland s history. Previously there had been no
doubt concerning hef alliance with the South in her economic,
social and political life. This new and alien influence tended to
join the province closer to Pennsylvania, and, as Western
Maryland became more and more populous and as the city of
Baltimore grew in commercial importance, largely through
the influence of the same German settlers, there came to be a
doubt in the minds of geographers whether Maryland should
be called a Middle or Southern State. The...
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