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Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In creating psychoanalysis, a clinical method
for treating psychopathology through dialogue between a patient and a psychoanalyst, Freud developed
therapeutic techniques such as the use of free association (in which patients report their thoughts without
reservation and in whichever order they spontaneously occur) and discovered transference (the process in
which patients displace on to their analysts feelings derived from their childhood attachments), establishing its
central role in the analytic process. Freud s redefinition of sexuality to include its infantile forms led him to
formulate the Oedipus complex as the central tenet of psychoanalytical theory. His analysis of his own and his
patients dreams as wish-fulfillments provided him with models for the clinical analysis of symptom formation
and the mechanisms of repression as well as for elaboration of his theory of the unconscious as an agency
disruptive of conscious states of mind. Freud postulated the existence of libido, an energy with which mental
processes and structures are invested and which generates erotic attachments, and a death drive, the source of
repetition, hate, aggression and neurotic guilt. In his later work Freud drew on psychoanalytic theory to develop
a wide-ranging interpretation and critique of religion and culture. Psychoanalysis remains influential within
psychotherapy, within some areas of psychiatry, and across the humanities. As such it continues to generate
extensive and highly contested debate with regard to its therapeutic efficacy, its scientific status and as to
whether it advances or is detrimental to the feminist cause. Freud s work has, nonetheless, suffused
contemporary thought and popular culture to the extent that in 1939 W. H. Auden wrote, in a poem dedicated
to him: to us he is no more...
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