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wisdom of the revered Old Owl as the evanescent emanation of the Master of Maleficium permeates the book,
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agonising deaths in the Terrible Battle (nature at its worst); despise the Cult of the disaffected young; admire
the brave Honey Bees and sympathise with the lone 142857 - just one more Drone from the Hive. Weep for the
Grand Duke Badger and his seditious book and his tragedy that strikes in the first chapter and pray for his
hopes for the future of his kind, tied up in the fate of the garrulous and feckless Prince Brocco, oblivious to most
things round him. Despise the Geese; learn from the Guard Rabbits; abhor the Siamese Cat and dread the might
of the Soldier Ants, Soldier Beetles, Stag Beetles and the Soldier-flies. Feel for the old Tortoise, identify with the
revengeful Spiders and chuckle at the poor, truncated Brandling...
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