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Print on Demand *****.It was a cold, foggy, dreary evening in
May. Along the Strand blurred patches of light marked the
position of the lamps. The flaring shop windows flickered
vaguely with steamy brightness through the thick and heavy
atmosphere. The high lines of houses which lead down to the
Embankment were all dark and deserted, or illuminated only
by the glimmering lamp of the caretaker. At one point,
however, there shone out from three windows upon the second
floor a rich flood of light, which broke the sombre monotony
of the terrace. Passers-by glanced up curiously, and drew each
other s attention to the ruddy glare, for it marked the
chambers of Francis Pericord, the inventor and electrical
engineer. Long into the watches of the night the gleam of his
lamps bore witness to the untiring energy and restless industry
which was rapidly carrying him to the first rank in his
profession.
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