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Book. Florestine Perrault Collins (1895-1988) lived a fascinating
and singular life. She came from a Creole family that had
known privileges before the Civil War, privileges that largely
disappeared in the Jim Crow South. She learned photographic
techniques while passing for white. She opened her first studio
in her home, and later moved her business to New Orleans s
black business district. Fiercely independent, she ignored
convention by moving out of her parents house before
marriage and, later, by divorcing her first husband. Between
1920 and 1949, Collins documented African American life,
capturing images of graduations, communions, and recitals,
and allowing her subjects to help craft their images. She
supported herself and her family throughout the Great
Depression and in the process created an enduring pictorial
record of her particular time and place. Collins left behind a
visual legacy that taps into the social and cultural history of
New Orleans and the South. It is this legacy that Arthe Anthony,
Collins s great-niece, explores in Picturing Black New Orleans .
Anthony blends Collins s story with those of the individuals...
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