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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.5in.A fair wind conveyed us in six hours from Poole to Cherbourg. It was dusk when we entered
the harbour, and so we had no opportunity of seeing its beauty until the following morning, when we ascended
a height behind the town, called the Mont du Roule. It is reached either on foot or by carriage, the Emperor
having ordered a road to be made up to the fort which crowns the heights, on the occasion of the visit to
Cherbourg, in 1858, of her Majesty Queen Victoria. Some 1500 men were immediately set to work, and, in a few
days, an easy carriage-road was finished, up which the Emperor drove the Queen at his usual rapid pace. The
view from the fort is lovely, commanding the whole line of the northern point of the Cotentin, from the low
promontory of Cape de la Hogue to Barfleur. The water of the harbour, owing to its great depth, is of the most
intense blue, which we quite agreed with the guardian of the fort in likening to that of the Bay of Naples. Across
its entrance stretches, for two miles, the long line of the breakwater, and within were anchored the fleet of our
yacht squadron, which the day before had run a race between Poole and Cherbourg. We took a boat to visit the
breakwater. It is commanded at each end by a fort, with another in the centre, where the provisions are kept. In
stormy weather the sea washes over the breakwater, and sometimes for days prevents all communication
between the forts, and the supplies consequently are stopped. Boys offered us for sale the silvery shells of the
Venus ear,...
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